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to the back.   Only prostitutes now \eear rM tied
10 front.1
"Obi were once without coloured designs and
so did not disturb the pattern of the khmm so
much as the multingured ones do now unless they
are very tastefully chosen," said Mr. Ezaki recall-
ing that the ladies of the Taisho and Meiji eras
frequently wore black satin obi. The only orna-
ment was a Chinese character woven on the end
piece* Such obi can still be seen on occasion,
Mr. Ezaki is glad that the custom of painting
"pictures in oils on black satin obi is out of date.
**I think they are in poor taste because oil painting
is a foreign idea so most of the designs are roses
and similar motifs that just don't belong with a
kimono?9
"Unfortunately, the loudest and gayest colours
and patterns are reserved for the haori* That is
all right with a simple kimono but it simply destroys
1The maeobi, or elaborate obi knotted in front, seems
to have originated about i8iS when gids of the tea houses
in Kiyornizu, Kyoto, found themselves too busy at Gion
Fastival time tc retie their M when they became loose* la
order to save time they tied them in front* This custom was
later taken up in Shirrabara, the licensed quarter of Kyoto.
The knot is still worn to-day on festive occasions,
2 The boon is a short tim&tto coat which has been worn
by both men and women* since early in the Tokogawa era*
It developed from a sleeveless jacket once worn fay
relaxing in their barracks*